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	Sega Pico

	Manufacturer:  Sega (until 1998), Sega Toys (since 1998)

	
 
	Release	Date	RRP	Code	

	
 JP
	1993-06-26
	¥16,00016,000
	
	

	
 US
	1994-10
	$159.99159.99
	
	

	
 EU
	1994
	
	
	

	
 UK
	1994-09[2]
	
	
	

	
 BR
	1995-12[1]
	R$349.00349.00[1]
	
	

	
 CN
	1997[4]
	
	
	

	
 KR
	1995-03
	
	
	

	
 RU
	1996-01[3]
	990000руб990000
	
	

	
 TW
	1997
	
	
	










This short article is in need of work. You can help Sega Retro by adding to it.



The Sega Pico, known in Japan as the Kids Computer Pico (キッズコンピューター・ピコ) and later the Kids Communication Pico (キッズコミュニケーション・ピコ), is a video game console developed and manufactured by Sega and Sega Toys. Aimed at young children between the ages of 2 and 8, the Pico was one of the first education-oriented game systems, and the first to gain mass market appeal. It is also the first system to use touch controls as the default control scheme.

Released in Japan in 1993, and the United States and Europe in 1994, the Pico platform was officially supported in Japan as late as 2005 when its successor, the Advanced Pico Beena was released. Though obscure in the eyes of some, the Pico stands as one of the most successful devices of its kind, being the first educational console to ship globally and the primary inspiration for future educational devices from LeapFrog and VTech.
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Hardware

The Pico can be seen as a hybrid between a traditional cartridge-based video game console, a graphics tablet and an electronic book reader. It is a sturdy yet colourful device designed to both appeal to and "survive" the torment of young children. Though not invincible, Picos can cope with small bumps and spillages with greater ease than mass-market consoles, and feature no small parts or hazards unsuitable for small children.

All Picos are built similarly to modern day laptops, in that they are devices made up of two, foldable halves allowing for portability and easy storage. The bottom half rests on a flat surface and acts as the primary source of input, while the top is held at a 90-degree angle, supported by a support at the back. Also included is a handle for easy transportation, and with the exception of TV and power connectors, everything is built-in to the unit.

The Pico has five, unlabeled face buttons on the bottom left - one large  button (often mistaken for a d-pad), and four smaller , ,  and  buttons. Most notably, the Pico has a "touch pad" and a hard-wired "Magic Pen" for manipulating this pad (the Magic Pen also acts an extra button when pressed down). Picos also have an expansion port on the right hand side, and in early models, a DE-9 port, which is presumed to have gone unused.

Picos, like most home consoles, connect to televisions. Interestingly the Pico relies on composite video for its display, as opposed to the then-standard RF technology, providing better image quality than many other systems of the era. The Pico also needs an AC adaptor, similar to those used with the Sega Mega Drive Model 2 and Sega 32X.

Pico cartridges are affectionately called "storyware", with each cartridge shaped like a book with multiple "pages". Cartridges plug into the top half of the system and pages open out to fill the space, with games recognising which pages have been turned and changing the TV display accordingly. The Pico's cartridge slot "pivots", meaning cartridges can be placed in the system at an angle and locked into place when in use. The last "page" of each cartridge can also be manipulated by the Magic Pen, effectively creating two touch pads.

Much of the Pico's success came from its ability to support extra peripherals. For example, the Drive Pico mounts a large, plastic steering wheel on top of the touch pad, and gives the user an alternative way to play specific games. Though no such peripherals were released in North America or Europe, dozens were released in Japan and markets such as South Korea, particularly towards the end of the system's lifespan.

From a technical perspective, the Sega Pico uses hardware derived from the Sega Mega Drive, lacking only a Zilog Z80 and a YM2612 for driving FM Sound. Also, strictly speaking the touch pad technology uses electromagnetism to send signals, and therefore does not need to physically touch the device in order to operate.

It was also the earliest known device to use active digitizer technology.


Models

	Main article: Sega Pico Models.


Aside from cosmetic changes, Pico consoles remained unchanged throughout their lifespan. The system is also region-free, though NTSC/PAL differences must be considered. Later editions, such as the Beena, add basic internet support. All Pico software is compatible with all Pico hardware, with the exception of software designed for Yamaha's Mixt Book Player Copera hardware variant, which will not function correctly in standard Pico systems.


Emulation

Because the Pico’s hardware is based upon that of the Mega Drive, several Mega Drive emulators (e.g. Kega Fusion) can in fact run Pico ROMs. However, support for non-hardware elements of the Pico experience, most notably game books, is dependent upon the programmer specifically adding support for these – as well as the person who created the backup of the game including all necessary files, chiefly scans of the storyware cartridge’s pages. Thus, Pico emulation has become notorious for being difficult, chiefly because of the need to scan and digitally represent each page of the game.

In May 2008, a PC-based emulator capable of emulating the controls and games of Pico was released, under the name of PicoDrive. It came about due to the release of several prototype Pico ROMs, which were released by sonic:drx just over 2 months earlier.


Games

	Main article: List of Pico games.


List of games


	6000-nin no Sensei-tachi ga Tsukutta Tanoshii Shougakkou Tanken 1 (1999)
	6000-nin no Sensei-tachi ga Tsukutta Tanoshii Shougakkou Tanken 2 (1999)
	A Bug's Life (1999)
	A Year at Pooh Corner (1994)
	Adventures in Letter Land with Jack & Jill (1995)
	Aendiwa Billieui Suhaktamheom (1997)
	Ai to Yume no Kuni Sanrio Puroland Asobinagara Oboeyou! Hiragana Katakana (1997)
	Ai to Yume no Kuni Sanrio Puroland Chanto Dekirukana Minna to Tanoshii o-Yuugikai (1998)
	Ai to Yume to Bouken Sanrio Puroland! (1994)
	Anpanman no Hajimete Mouse Pico: Anpanman to PC Renshuu! (2002)
	Anpanman Pico: Waku Waku Pan Koujou (2001)
	Anpanman to Chinou Up! (2002)
	Ashita no Nadja (2003)
	B-Fighter Kabuto (1996)
	B-Robo Kabutack (1997)
	Bakuryuu Sentai Abaranger (2003)
	The Berenstain Bears' A School Day (1995)
	Bishoujo Senshi Sailor Moon S (1994)
	Bishoujo Senshi Sailor Moon Sailor Stars: Tokimeki Party (1996)
	Bishoujo Senshi Sailor Moon SuperS (1995)
	Chibi Maruko-chan Issho ni Asobou yo (1995)
	Choukou Senshi Changerion (1996)
	Cooking Pico: Minna to Issho ni Hajimete Cooking! (1999)
	Crayola Crayons: Create a World (1995)
	Crayon Shin-chan no Oekaki Note (1995)
	Crayon Shin-chan no Ora to Issho ni Asobou yo! (1994)
	Cutey Honey F (1997)
	Dance Pico: Hashitte Odotte Chou Happy! (2003)
	Denji Sentai Megaranger (1997)
	Densha Daishuugou! (1996)
	Disney Princesses: Ariel (2004)
	Disney Princesses: Princess ni Naritai (2003)
	Disney Princesses: Suteki ni Lesson! Hiragana-Katakana (2004)
	Donald no Obake Taiji (1993)
	Donald no TV Show (1995)
	Doraemon no Utatte Pico: Issho ni Utaou! Doraemon Waku Waku Karaoke (1998)
	Doraemon: Chiiku Asobi Doraland (2003)
	Doraemon: Eigo de Asobou ABC (2002)
	Doraemon: Ensoku-Imohori-Undoukai (1997)
	Doraemon: Kazoete-Kanzan Kazu Tokei (2001)
	Doraemon: Nobita no Machinaka Doki Doki Tanken! (1994)
	Doraemon: Nobita to Maigo no Kyouryuu (1993)
	Doraemon: Time Machine de Daibouken! (1995)
	Doraemon: Yometa yo-Kaketa yo Hiragana Katakana (1999)
	Doraemon: Youchien wa Tanoshii na (1997)
	Doubutsu Pico: Hamster Land (2002)
	Drive Pico: Go Go! Car Navi Touring! (2003)
	ECC Junior no Hajimete Eigo Vol. 1 Patty-chan Family (2002)
	ECC Junior no Hajimete Eigo Vol. 2 Patty-chan no Picnic (2002)
	ECC Junior no Hajimete Eigo Vol. 3 Patty-chan no o-Tanjoubi (2002)
	ECC Junior no Hajimete Eigo Vol. 4 Doubutsu Daisuki, Patty-chan (2002)
	ECC Junior no Hajimete Eigo Vol. 5 Merry Christmas, Patty-chan (2002)
	ECC Junior no Hajimete Eigo Vol. 6 Patty-chan Yuuenchi ni Iku (2002)
	Ecco Jr. and the Great Ocean Treasure Hunt! (1994)
	Exciting! Hataraku Norimono-tachi!! (1997)
	Fishing Pico: Donald no Adventure Fishing (2000)
	Futari wa Pretty Cure (2004)
	Gabutcho Challenge Fishing (1998)
	Gakken Hajimete no Moji-Kotoba (2000)
	Gakken no o-Benkyou Soft Eigo ABC (1996)
	Gakken no o-Benkyou Soft Hiragana (1995)
	Gakken no o-Benkyou Soft Kakezan Kuku (1995)
	Gakken no o-Benkyou Soft Kanji (1994)
	Gakken no o-Benkyou Soft Kazu-Suuji (1995)
	Gakken no o-Benkyou Soft Tashizan Hikizan (1995)
	Gakken Pico de Gakushuu 1-nensei (2002)
	Gakken Pico de Kagaku 1 Hakken Mushi no Himitsu (2001)
	Ganbare! Bokura no Compati Heroes (1996)
	Gegege no Kitarou (1996)
	Gekisou Sentai Carranger (1996)
	Go! Go! Connie-chan! Doki Doki World (1997)
	Godzilla Doki Doki Kaijuu-tou!! (1995)
	The Great Counting Caper with The 3 Blind Mice (1995)
	Gu~chokorantan Minna de Oekaki ! Tanoshii Asobi mo ippai! (2000)
	Hajimete Asobu Pico Soft: Anpanman no Iro-Kazu-Katachi (2001)
	Hataraku Kuruma Diapet Daishuugou! (1995)
	Heisei Kyouiku Iinkai Jr. Mezase Yuutousei (1995)
	Heisei Tensai Bakabon Minna de Family Resturant ni Iku no da! (1995)
	Hello Kitty no Suteki na o-Tanjoubi (1997)
	Hello Kitty no Tanoshii Butoukai (1993)
	Hello Kitty no Tanoshii Omiseya-san (2002)
	Hello Kitty to McDonald de Asobo! (2001)
	Hirake! Ponkikki Party o Hirakou! (1993)
	Issho ni Hashirou Kikansha Thomas (1995)
	Issho ni Pico: Itsudemo Issho Doraemon (1999)
	Jidou Eiken Taiou Moomin to Eigo: Tanjoubi no Okurimono (1995)
	Kaitou Saint Tail: Saint Tail to One, Two, Three! (1995)
	Kamen Rider 555 (2003)
	Kamen Rider Agito & Kuuga Wild Battle (2001)
	Kangofu-san Pico: Yasashiku o-Teate Pico Clinic! (2001)
	Kawaii Nakama o Sodateyou! Mittsu no Shippo (1998)
	Kero Kero Keroppi no Harikiri Undoukai (1993)
	Keyboard Pico 2: Sawattemiyou! Yoiko no Hajimete Keyboard (1997)
	Keyboard Pico: Kantan Waku Waku Keyboard (1996)
	Kikansha Thomas ni Notte (1995)
	Kiki & Lala: Hoshi no Kazu Asobi (2003)
	Kiteretsu Daihyakka: Edo ni Itte Kiteretsusai-sama ni Au nari (1994)
	Kitty to Minna no Keyboard Pico: Kitty to Minna no Hajimete Keyboard (2000)
	Konbini de o-Kaimono! (2001)
	Kosume Pico Motto Kawaiku Naritai na (2002)
	Kouchuu Ouja Mushiking: Atsumete Asobou Kouchuu Zukan (2005)
	Kuma no Pooh-san Christopher Robin o Sagase! (1999)
	Kuma no Pooh-san Tanoshii Tashizan Hikizan (2004)
	Kumon no Sukusuku Lesson 1-kara 30-made no Suuji (2001)
	Kumon no Sukusuku Lesson Hajimete no Hiragana (2002)
	Lego Fun to Build (1995)
	Licca-chan ni Naritai! (2001)
	The Lion King: Adventures at Pride Rock (1995)
	Magic Crayons (1994)
	Mahou Kishi Rayearth: Magic Knight Tanjou (1995)
	Math Antics with Disney's 101 Dalmatians (1996)
	McDonald's de Asobo! (1999)
	Mezase Pro Yakyuu (1995)
	Mickey no Boku wa Meitantei (2000)
	Mickey no Tokyo Disneyland Stamp Rally (1996)
	Mickey no Yukai na Bouken (1993)
	Mickey to Ooki na Furudokei (1995)
	Mickey to Utau Tori no Shima: Minnie o Sagashite Waku Waku Daibouken! (1998)
	Mickey's Blast into the Past (1994)
	Miimi to Taata no Waiwai Oekaki Doubutsuen (1993)
	MiniMoni. Eigo de Asobundapyon! (2003)
	MiniMoni. Shougakkou e Ikundapyon! (2003)
	MiniMoni. TV ni Derundapyon! (2002)
	Minna de Odorou: Oz no Mahoutsukai (1996)
	Moero! Robokon: Oekaki Robokon!! (1999)
	Moshi Moshi Pico: Dare ga Deru kana Moshi Moshi Pico de TV to o-Shaberi! (1997)
	Mo~tto! Ojamajo Doremi (2001)
	The Muppets On The Go! (1996)
	Musical Zoo (1994)
	My Grandfather's Farm (1996)
	NHK o-Kaasan to Issho Do Re Mi Fa Do~nuts! Asobi Ippai Uta Ippai! (1995)
	NHK o-Kaasan to Issho Do Re Mi Fa Do~nuts! Oekaki Daaisuki! Omoshiro Oekaki Daishuugou! (1998)
	NHK o-Kaasan to Issho Genki na Ko Atsumare! (1995)
	Ninja Sentai Kakuranger (?)
	Ninpuu Sentai Hurricanger & Hyakujuu Sentai Gaoranger Chou Sentai Super Battle (2002)
	Nintama Rantarou (1996)
	Norimono Studio Go Go! Noristar Asobi Macho! (2002)
	Nurie Daisuki! Dumbo no Waku Waku Circus! (1997)
	O-Ryouri Daisuki! Kitchen Pico (2003)
	O-Sewa Shimasho! Akachan Pico (2002)
	Ojamajo Doremi Dokka~n! (2002)
	Ojamajo Doremi ♯ (2000)
	Ojarumaru (1999)
	Ongaku Daisuki Snoopy (1996)
	Oshare Pico: Suteki ni Henshin! Runa-chan no Oshare Hair Salon (2000)
	Ougon Yuusha Goldran Himitsu Daihyakka (1995)
	Packet 2: Yukai na Nakama to Game de Kazuasobi (1997)
	Paddington no Sekai Ryokou (1996)
	PC Setsuzoku Kit Pico Town ni Dekakeyou! (2001)
	Pecola no Daibouken Maboroshi no Ice Cream o Sagase! (No results?)
	Pepe's Puzzles (1994)
	Pet to Issho ni Tanoshiku Asobo♪ PC Pico (2004)
	Petapeta Chokkin Asoberu Zukan: Doubutsu (1995)
	Peter Pan Neverland e Ikou! (1997)
	Pico Soccer Mezase Soccer Senshu (1995)
	Plarail Pico: Plarail de Asobou! (2001)
	Pocahontas Riverbend Adventures (1995)
	Pocket Monsters Advanced Generation Minna de Pico Pokémon Waiwai Battle! (2004)
	Pocket Monsters Advanced Generation: Hiragana Katakana Kakechatta! (2003)
	Pocket Monsters: Suuji o Tsukamaeyou! (2002)
	Pooh-san no Hajimete no Eigo (2001)
	Pooh-san no Ichinichi (1996)
	Professor Pico and the Paintbox Puzzle (1995)
	Quiz ni Challenge! Doraemon (1995)
	Race ni Deyou yo! Ken-chan to Pepe: Boku no Kuruma de Daibouken (1996)
	Rhythm Pico: Pippi-chan to Rhythm Asobi (1999)
	Richard Scarry's Huckle and Lowly's Busiest Day Ever (1994)
	Saa Shuppatsu da! Ken-chan to Pepe no Wanpaku Drive (1996)
	Sanchoume no Tama: Momo-chan wa Doko! (1994)
	Sanou Kaihatsu Series 1 Zukei Ninshiki (1995)
	Sanou Kaihatsu Series 2 Suuryou - Keisan (1995)
	Sanou Kaihatsu Series 3 Hikaku - Bunrui (1995)
	Sanou Kaihatsu Series 4 Suiri - Kousei (1995)
	Sanou Kaihatsu Series 5 Meiro - Kioku (1995)
	Sanou Kaihatsu Series 6 Ouyou Mondai (1995)
	Sanou Kaihatsu Series Tansaku - Kansei - Kioku (?)
	Sanrio Festival Tanoshii Card-dzukuri (1995)
	Sanrio Puroland de Dance Carnival: Minna de o-Ryouri o-Saihou (1995)
	Satonaka Machiko no Tanoshii Origami (1995)
	Scholastic's The Magic School Bus Going Places (1995)
	Sekai Meisaku Gekijou (1995)
	Sesame Street: Alphabet Avenue (1997)
	Shichida Makoto Kanshuu Unou Image Training: Hiragana Katakana Casino de Moja Vegas Dream! (2000)
	Shichida Makoto Kanshuu Unou Image Training: Sansuu Eigo de Mojars ni Chousen (2004)
	Shimajirou to Yume no Kuni e Daibouken! (2002)
	Shimashimatora no Shimajirou Tanoshii Ichinichi (2000)
	Shin Ultra Hero (1998)
	Shin Ultraman Pico Ultra Fighting Base (2001)
	Shinseiki Ultraman Densetsu (2002)
	Shirayukihime (1999)
	Smart Alex and Smart Alice: Curious Kids (1996)
	Snoopy no Gakugeikai (1995)
	Sodatete Manabu Doubutsu Oukoku! (1996)
	Sonic the Hedgehog's Gameworld (1994)
	Soreike! Anpanman no Game de Asobou Anpanman (1994)
	Soreike! Anpanman no Medalympic World (1995)
	Soreike! Anpanman no Medalympic World 2 (1999)
	Soreike! Anpanman no Minna de Kyousou Anpanman! (1997)
	Soreike! Anpanman no o-Hanashi Daisuki Anpanman (1994)
	Soreike! Anpanman: Anpanman no Chie no World (2003)
	Soreike! Anpanman: Anpanman no Hitori de Dekichatta! (2005)
	Soreike! Anpanman: Anpanman to Denwa de Asobou! (1997)
	Soreike! Anpanman: Anpanman to Kotoba Asobi (1998)
	Soreike! Anpanman: Anpanman to Suuji Asobi (2000)
	Soreike! Anpanman: Anpanman to Tanoshii Drive! (1998)
	Soreike! Anpanman: Eigo to Nakayoshi 2 Tanoshii Carnival (1994)
	Soreike! Anpanman: Eigo to Nakayoshi Youchien de ABC (1994)
	Space Pico: Uchuu Bouken Space Shuttle Pilot (1998)
	Storyware Sampler (1996)
	Susie-chan to Marvy: o-Tetsudai Da~isuki! (2000)
	Sylvanian Families Mori no Nakama to Tanoshii o-Tanjoubikai (2000)
	Tails and the Music Maker (1994)
	Tanoshiku Asonde Nouryoku Up! Tanoshii Youchien (1994)
	Tanoshiku Asonde Nouryoku Up! Tanoshii Youchien '95-nendoban (1995)
	Tokusou Sentai Dekaranger (2004)
	Tokyo Disneyland Toon Town Mickey no Boku wa Untenshu (1997)
	Tokyo DisneySea Mickey to Asobou! (2002)
	Tomica Pico: Bokura no Machi Tomica Town de Asobou! (2000)
	Tomica Pico: Rescue Parking (2002)
	Tottoko Hamtarou: Haru-Natsu-Aki-Fuyu Tottoko Nakayoshi! Ham-chans! (2001)
	Tottoko Hamtarou: Oekaki Ippai! Ham-chans! (2002)
	Tottoko Hamtarou: Tottoko Tanoshiku Aiueo: Maboroshi no Hikaru Tane o Mitsukeru no Dah! (2004)
	Toy Story 2 Woody Sousaku Daisakusen!! (2000)
	Uchuu de Asobou! Barbapapa no Uchuu Ryokou (No results?)
	Ultra Hero (1995)
	Ultraman Dyna (1998)
	Ultraman Kids Tobidase! Space Picnic (1995)
	Ultraman Pico Ultra Fighting Base (2000)
	Ultraman Tiga (1997)
	Ultraman vs. Kaijuu Gundan!! (1994)
	Unou Kaihatsu Series 10 Nontan to Issho Waiwai Nippon (1996)
	Unou Kaihatsu Series 11 Heisei Kyouiku Iinkai Jr. (1996)
	Unou Kaihatsu Series 3 Hello Kitty no Machi e o-Dekake (1995)
	Unou Kaihatsu Series 4 Kero Kero Keroppi no Iro Katachi (1995)
	Unou Kaihatsu Series 5 Hello Kitty no Suteki na Takaramono (1995)
	Unou Kaihatsu Series 6 Ahiru no Pekkle no Kazoetemiyou (1995)
	Unou Kaihatsu Series 8 Dolucky no Oekaki House (1995)
	Unou Kaihatsu Series 9 Nihon Mukashibanashi (1995)
	Unten Thomas Deluxe Set (2000)
	Utatte Pico: Minna de Karaoke! Issho ni Utaou Suki na Uta! (1997)
	Yobeba Kotaeru Doraemon: Nobita to Himitsu Dougu o Mitsukeyou! (1997)
	Yukai na Mori no Packet (1996)
	Yume no Crayon Oukoku (1998)




	Allowa Pongka
	Bioneun Nal
	Geumdokki Eundokki
	Jeulgeoun Deuraibeu
	Tinga-wa Haenggo-eui Toongtang Toongtang Doshi


	Pink Panther's Magic Island (unreleased)
	Pink Panther's Shapes and Colors (unreleased)
	Sanou Kaihatsu Series Tansaku - Kansei - Kioku (unreleased)
	Sonic Jr. (unreleased)


Magazine articles

	Main article: Sega Pico/Magazine articles.


Promotional material

	Main article: Sega Pico/Promotional material.
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