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(54)  Control  key  device 

(57)  A  control  key  device  includes  a  casing  (3,  7, 
100)  having  a  generally  dome-shaped  portion  (3b)  pro- 
vided  at  an  arbitrary  part  of  the  casing,  the  dome-shaped 
portion  having  a  top  surface  and  a  hole  (3a)  provided  at 
a  central  part  of  the  dome-shaped  portion,  a  substrate 
(6)  provided  within  the  casing  and  having  a  plurality  of 
electrical  contacts  (6a-6d),  a  resilient  member  (5)  pro- 
vided  on  the  substrate  and  having  a  plurality  of  bulges 
(5a-5d)  at  positions  corresponding  to  the  electrical  con- 
tacts  of  the  substrate,  each  of  the  bulges  having  an  elec- 
trically  conductive  portion  which  makes  electrical  con- 
tact  with  a  corresponding  one  of  the  electrical  contacts 
when  the  bulge  to  resiliently  deformed,  a  contact  press- 
ing  member  (4)  provided  on  the  resilient  member  and 
having  a  plurality  of  legs  (4a-4d)  at  positions  corre- 

sponding  to  the  bulges  of  the  resilient  member,  a  key 
(2)  secured  on  the  contact  pressing  member  via  the  hole 
in  the  dome-shaped  portion  of  the  casing,  the  key  having 
a  home  position  and  a  tilted  position,  and  a  mechanism 
(1  20,  121,  131,  141,  s,  g)  for  preventing  the  key  from 
sticking  at  the  tilted  position  or  an  intermediate  position 
between  the  tilted  position  and  the  home  position.  One 
of  the  legs  of  the  contact  pressing  member  resiliently 
deforms  a  corresponding  one  of  the  bulges  of  the  resil- 
ient  member  to  achieve  electrical  contact  between  the 
electrically  conductive  portion  of  the  corresponding  one 
bulge  and  a  corresponding  one  of  the  electrical  contacts 
of  the  substrate  in  the  tilted  position  of  the  key,  and  the 
key  has  a  sliding  surface  which  makes  sliding  contact 
with  the  top  surface  of  the  dome-shaped  portion  of  the 
casing  when  tilting  to  the  tilted  position. 
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